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Greeting

Thank you for attending the 2015 Culture City of East Asia opening event in Niigata.

This year, as a Culture City of East Asia, Niigata will work with Cheongju City of ROK and Qingdao City of China to implement
a myriad of exchange events featuring culture and art from ROK and China. The City of Niigata is excited for this opportunity
to deepen mutual understanding among participating countries while building connections to promote peace, cooperation,
and exchange in East Asia through cultural interactions.

Today we are honored to welcome dancers and musicians from Cheongju City of ROK and Qingdao City of China who will
perform alongside Niigata city’ s own artists. I hope that you will enjoy this special 2015 Culture Cities of East Asia program.
Thank you.
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Greetings

Congratulations on a successful opening event for the “Cultural City of East Asia 2015” .

The “Cultural City of East Asia” is a joint collaboration between Japan, China and ROK which began in 2014, based on the
agreement in the Japan-China-ROK Meeting of Ministers of Culture. Niigata City of Japan, Qingdao City of China and
Cheongju City of ROK were selected as the “ Cultural City of East Asia 2015” . Niigata City was chosen and highly evaluated
for its strong community engagement while planning a diverse range of events.

Starting with this opening event, the Agency for Cultural Affairs believes that the ties among our countries will deepen
through cultural exchange between these three cities, intended by a series of cultural events occurring this year and
exchanges within the various fields in the “ Cultural City of East Asia 2015” and past in cities 2014 (City of Yokohama,
Quanzhou City of China and Gwangju Metropolitan City of ROK).
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®Prelude Otodama
@®0pening
Host Greeting: Mayor of Niigata City Akira Shinoda
Goodwill Ambassador Video: Sachiko Kobayashi
Goodwill Ambassador: Negicco
®Part 1
Cheongju City (ROK)
Cheongju City Dance Company
Norimadang Woollim
Quindao City (China)
Chinese Suona Performance
Chinese Guzheng Performance
Qingdao Mandarin Duck Style Praying Mantis
Martial Arts Club
Qingdao City Song and Dance Theatre Ltd
Niigata City (Japan)
Niigata Soh Odori Performance
Eijima Style Niigata Barrel Drum Performance
Niigata Geta Soh Odori Performance
@Intermission
®Part 2
From Niigata to the World Hilcrhyme
@Finale
@Closing

* Schedule may be subject to change
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.Culture City of East Asia

Based on the agreement in the Japan-China-ROK Meeting of Ministers of Culture, the “Culture City of East Asia” commenced
in 2014. This is intended to promote artistic and cultural development in the East Asia region. The project, the “Cultural City
of East Asia” will enable the three countries to foster mutual understanding and sense of unity in the region, as well as to
enhance information transmission of highly diverse cultures in East Asia.

The year 2015 is the second year of the project. This year, Niigata City of Japan, Qingdao City of China and Cheongju City of
ROK are designated as the “Culture City of East Asia 2015" .
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Greeting from the Mayor of
Cheongju City

East Asia is entering a new era-*

Cheongju City of ROK, Niigata City of Japan and
Qingdao City of China have been chosen as the
Cultural Cities of East Asia in 2015. I am
delighted to welcome a new era of economic,
cultural and administrative exchange.

The East Asia City of Culture Project is an
excellent opportunity for culture cities in China,
Japan, and ROK to relate and experience each
other’s value and culture through fields as
diverse as history, education, and art.

Cheongju, through the East Asia City of Culture
Project, will globalize 1,500 years of history,
culture, and values. Together with Niigata City of
Japan and Qingdao City of China, we will enter a
new age of culture.

I pray that 2015 will be a year of happiness and
harmony for the citizens of East Asian Cultural
Cities, and that Cheongju, Niigata, and Qingdao
will progress to become some of the greatest
cities in the world.

Mayor of Cheongju city Lee Sung Hun
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Cheongju City Introduction

Cheongju, home to the Shangdang Fortress that
was constructed during the Three Kingdoms Era
and the Dragon Head Temple ShiTetsu Pole
Buildings that were installed during the Goryeo
Dynasty, is an ancient capital city that boasts
one thousand years of history and culture.

In particular, it is the birthplace of the world’s
oldest metal moveable type printing press,
which was used to print the book Jikji 78 years
prior to the printing of the Gutenberg Bible in
Germany.

Today, thanks to a state-of-the-art biotech
industry and a highly developed
transportation/physical distribution network
composed of central highways and the KTX
Osong Station, Cheongju is a predominant
economic city.

Along with Niigata (Japan) and Qingdao (China),
Cheongju city’s 850,000 citizens will strive to
share East Asia’s values and cultural heritage
with the world.
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Cheongju City Dance Company

A predominant regional art group & driving
force for local cultural synergy, the Cheongju
City Dance Company is the pride of Cheongju.
Established August 1995, the Cheongju City
Dance Company is considered one of the
nation's leading dance companies. The
company’s performances combine a traditionally
Korean sensibility with everyday subject matter
in an expression of the daily life of modern-day
Koreans.

Under the artistic direction of the nationally
acclaimed choreographer Kim Byeong-Ho, the
company, with its own unique dance and
harmony, is renowned for its refined style and
diverse repertoire. The dance company is a
driving force for the local art scene, and a prized
member of Cheongju City’s traditional culture
community.

The Cheongju City Dance Company is dedicated
to bolstering Cheongju’s local art community,
and it will strive to fulfill its role as a cultural
ambassador of the Republic of Korea that
promotes local culture, keeps pace with
supporting citizens, and is both authentically
Korean while also being international. The group
will continue to strive to increase its diverse
repertoire while increasing its competitiveness
on a global level.
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Norimadang Woollim

2007 - Designated as a North Chungcheong
Province Professional Arts Group

2010 - Culture and Tourism Department
Director General Group Section Award
2011~2012 - Designated Activities (Designated
North Chungcheong Province Arts Group)
2013~2014 - Designated Activities (Jincheon
Hwarang Hall Affiliated Arts Group)

Established in 1987, Norimadang Woollim is
both a leading arts company from North
Chungcheong Province. The province’s first
professional performing art company,
Norimadang Woollim is engaged in regular
scheduled performances as well as cultural art
projects and art education projects. The
company holds more than 100 regular and
special performances a year both nationally and
internationally, and has operated cultural arts
camps together with associated groups and
companies in countries such as Germany, Egypt,
and Tunisia.
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Greeting from the Mayor of
Qingdao City

Dear distinguished guests,

As the representative of the Qingdao
government and the citizens of Qingdao, please
allow me to express my heartfelt congratulations
to the people of Niigata City on the momentous
occasion of the opening of the Culture City of
East Asia 2015 program.

Qingdao is one of China's famous cultural and
historical cities, and is known as an "island of
music," the "movie city of China," and the
"Sailing City." Niigata is an important hub for
international exchange in the regions
surrounding the Sea of Japan. Like Niigata,
Qingdao makes its living through port trade.
Both of our cities share a maritime culture and
an open atmosphere.

Qingdao, Niigata, and Cheongju have been
brought together by our selection as the Culture
City of East Asia 2015. We look forward to
building new bonds through cultural exchange,
and are eager to join hands for the promotion of
East Asian culture.

Mayor of Qingdao city Zhang Xinqi
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Qingdao City Introduction

Qingdao is located at the center of China’s
northern coastline. Although great expanses of
hinterlands lay nearby to the west, Qingdao has
developed into a city that is nationally important
for transportation, architecture,
communications, education, and scientific
research.

Qingdao is home to many brand-name
companies, and is also known as both a "Chinese
Brand City" and an "International Beer City."
Additionally, Qingdao successfully hosted the
29th Olympic yachting competition in 2008, and
has made a name for itself as a “World Sailing
City.”
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Chinese Suona (Oboe) Performance

Zhan ChunDong: Born in 1960 to a family of suona
players, Zhan ChunDong holds the title of class 3
national performer, and is the director of the Qingdao
City Orchestral Music Society. In 2013, he visited the
city of Perm, Russia, as the representative of a Chinese
performance group and played “Yangge,” an original
piece which expresses the charm and passion of
Chinese folk music. In the July 2014 Shandong Suona
Contest Zhan ChunDong was awarded 3rd place in the
competition’s Professional Division for his solo
performance of “A Flower.”

Zhan Cui: Born in 1985, Zhan Cui began learning the
suona from her father, Zhan Chundong, when she was 7
years old. At the Shandong Institute of Art and Music’s
Suona Studies Program, she learned from the
distinguished suona player Wang Binlin. Upon
graduation in 2009 she joined the Shandong Ethnic
Orchestral Music Society. Notable achievements include:
Best Performance Award at the first Public Art Creation
Contest (2009); and Excellent Performance Award for
her performance of the “Chinese Dragon” in an
ensemble at the Shandong Art Creation Contest (2012).
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Chinese Guzheng (Zither) Performance

Zhao Tao: Currently a full-time instructor of the guzheng
(Chinese zither) at the Qingdao City Public Art Creation
Hall, Zhao Tao graduated from the China University of
Petroleum’s Guzheng Performance Studies Course (School
of Music) in 2008. On June 20th of the same year, Zhao
Tao performed a solo concert at the China University of
Petroleum Music Hall that featured 10 traditional and
contemporary pieces, including “Tune of the Rainbow
Cloud,” “Western Region Capriccio,” “Mist at Dawn,” and
“High Mountain and Running River.” Zhao Tao has
received numerous provincial and municipal awards.
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Qingdao Mandarin Duck Praying
Mantis Martial Arts Club

A National Intangible Cultural Heritage, the Mandarin
Duck Praying Mantis style of martial arts has more
than 2,700 years of history and is one of the Six
Essential Branches of the Chinese Mandarin Duck
style. Sun CongZhai is the 4th successor of the
Mandarin Duck Praying Mantis martial art style. He
was born in 1936 in Qingdao, and at the age of 9
learned the 32 forms of the Mandarin Duck Praying
Mantis martial art style, as well as many other core
teachings from Master Mao LiQuan. Notable roles
include: Honorary Vice Chair of the Hong Kong
International Martial Art Tournament; Advisor for the
Malaysian International Martial Art Tournament;
Judge for the Taian International Martial Arts
Tournament; and Advisor for the Weifang
International Martial Arts Tournament, among others.
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Qingdao City Song and Dance Theatre Ltd.

The dance “ShanYun” (“Fan Rhythm”) is a
representative Yangge (traditional folk dance) from
Jiaozhou, Shandong province, the birthplace of
Chinese Yangge. The piece pairs the unique
movements of Jiaozhou Yangge with difficult
techniques, such as tossing fans while rotating. “Fan
Rhythm” is an original production of the Qingdao City
Song and Dance Theatre Ltd., and was awarded the
Excellent Expression Award at the 9th National Dance
Tournament.
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Otodama

Otodama is a group from Niigata City, comprised of
performers who play three traditional Japanese
instruments: the “Samisen” (a traditional Japanese
three stringed instrument), the “Wadaiko” (a
traditional Japanese drum), and the “Shinobue” (a
Japanese transverse flute).

This group currently tours and performs at locations
throughout Japan.

Akira SATO

Akira Sato plays the Tsugaru Shamisen. At the age of
15 he studied under the late Shoji Kidarin. In 2012
Akira Sato won 4th place in the A-level division of the
National Tsugaru Shamisen Competition. He performs
both inside and outside of the country.

Yuki SATO

After graduating from a music school in Tokyo, Yuki
Sato toured Japan as the lead-guitarist in a rock band.
He began playing the Tsugaru Shamisen four years
ago and has performed for a variety of events located
in and out of Niigata with his younger brother, Akira
Sato.

Wataru HOMMA

Watarau Homma becan playing the Bandai Taiko when
he was ten years old.

his talent bloomed during the musical activities in the
late Shoji Kidarin's band “Chikurinshoja” and “Dan”.
His skill fascinates people not only in Niigata but
overseas.

Yusuke TAMURA

Yusuke Tamura began playing the Bandai Taiko, one of
Niigata’s local traditional drums, at the age of 9, and
joined the Bandai Taiko group

Hiryukai at age 15. He has performed inside and
outside of Japan. Tamura has also studied under
Yasukazu Kano, a Japanese traditional bamboo flutist,
and is an active performer of multiple genres of music.
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Niigata Soh Odori

The Soh Odori is one of Niigata's representative dance
styles.

As they perform their dynamic dance with small pair
of high clogs at the Soh Odori Festival held in Niigata,
celebrating a historic event over 300 years ago when
people danced for four days and nights, performers
dance passionately to the dynamic rhythm of Barrel
Drum.

Performance by: The Niigata Soh Odori “Host Team”
Hibiki-Ren and the Eijima School Niigata Barrel
Drummers.
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From Niigata to the World: Hilcrhyme

Hilcryme is a Japanese hip-hop duo (TOC and DJ KATSU) from Niigata. They are famous for their clear and direct lyrics
as well as their outstanding singing ability. Their 2nd single “Shunkashuto” (“Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter”) which
envisioned Niigata in different seasons, was a massive digital hit in Japan. The group was named New Artist of the Year
at the 51st Japan Record Awards. Five years after their professional debut, in September 2014, they sold out a
large-scale concert at the Nippon Budokan in Tokyo.

In addition to steadily developing new singles and albums, Hilcryme is currently busy with their 2015 national tour,
which began in January. Their momentum shows no signs of slowing down.
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Message from Hilcrhyme

Our music relates to the nature and culture of Niigata
which is where we mainly perform. We hope listeners

deepen through singing and dancing together in such
an occasion as the Cultural City of East Asia.
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About Niigata City

In 2005, 14 different municipalities merged together
with Niigata city. As a result, Niigata became a city of
diverse traditional performing arts, rich food culture,
hospitality refined by vigorous trade, and lifestyles
rooted in distinct cultures of water and land.

As a seaport, Niigata city has a long history of
absorbing outside cultures, and is home to such varied
cultural activities as music, dance, manga creation, and
anime production. Currently Niigata is pursuing
creative city initiatives that utilize the energy and drive
of our citizens.
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